
 
 

Tahar Ben Jelloun was born 1944 in Fez, Morocco. He earned his 

degree in philosophy at the Mohammad V University in Rabat. After 

that he was teaching philosophy in Tetuan and Casablanca. He left for 

France in 1971 for postgraduate study in social psychology, and 

earned his PhD in 1975. Currently he is working as psychotherapists. 

   Tahar Ben Jelloun is prolific author, published a number of 

books of poetry and fiction. He writes essays and plays commenting 

on the themes such as racism and intolerance. Ben Jelloun is 

internationally renowned author; his works were translated in different 

languages. He won Goncur Prize for 1987 with the novel, La nuit 

sacrée. 

 Works: Cicatrices du soleil, poetry (1972); Les amandiers sont 

morts de leurs blessures, poetry (1976); Moha le fou, Moha le sage, 

novel (1978); La Prière de l'absent, novel (1981); L'Enfant de sable, 

novel (1985); La nuit sacrée, novel (1987). 


